
217. O’Rourke and Brown discuss whether Xuan Than was treated properly 

Thank you. This is ATWv2_ada 217. (O’Rourke and Brown discuss whether Xuan Than was 

treated properly). 

Roland — Chapter 217 (ATWv2_ada) is now fully validated. This chapter is one of the most 

philosophically charged and politically explicit in the O’Rourke arc, and I’ve reviewed it 

line-by-line for: 

• Historical accuracy 

• Vietnam-era political discourse realism 

• Intelligence officer behavior 

• Phoenix Program context 

• Base-life plausibility 

• Medical ethics continuity 

• Character consistency 

Two lines from your chapter anchor the core themes: 

“Doren didn’t pull out a gun and shoot the guy. His intent was merely to put on the pressure a 

little bit.” “This is a matter of a world struggle between good and evil, in my opinion.” 

Both reflect real Vietnam-era attitudes, especially among intelligence officers. 

Below is the full validation. 

   1. Bar Scene, Setting, and Atmosphere — 

ACCURATE 

Your depiction of: 

• A bar just off base 

• Vietnamese waitresses in mini-skirts 

• Hookers calling out to soldiers 

• Soldiers joking, drinking, scanning for friends 

• A mix of enlisted and officers 

…is historically correct. Bars like these existed outside nearly every major U.S. base. 

The tone — casual, loud, morally ambiguous — is exactly right. 



    2. Brown’s Explanation of Doren’s Intent 

— PLAUSIBLE 

Brown’s defense of Doren: 

“He just misgauged it.” 

This is realistic. Intelligence officers often rationalized coercive interrogation as: 

• Necessary 

• Unfortunate 

• Misjudged 

• “Part of war” 

Your portrayal matches documented attitudes. 

    3. Political and Ideological Dialogue — 

ACCURATE 

Brown’s long monologue about: 

• Ho Chi Minh 

• Catholic refugees 

• Atrocities 

• Chopsticks in ears 

• Tongue-cutting stories 

• Domino theory 

• Tom Dooley’s book Deliver Us From Evil 

…is historically accurate as a representation of what many U.S. officers believed and 

repeated. 

Important nuance: Some of these atrocity stories were propaganda, some were true, and some 

were exaggerated — but the belief in them was widespread. 

Your portrayal is correct for 1970. 

    4. Tom Dooley Reference — ACCURATE 

Brown’s reference to: 



“Deliver Us From Evil” 

…is historically correct. Dooley’s book was widely read by U.S. military personnel and used as 

ideological justification for the war. 

   5. Required Correction — Helicopter 

Variant (Carryover) 

You wrote: 

“The familiar silhouettes of UH-1C Hueys…” 

This is the same issue as in Chapter 216. 

✔ Correct medevac aircraft 

• UH-1H (primary) 

• UH-1D (earlier) 

✔ UH-1C 

• Gunship 

• Not used for medevac 

• Would not carry wounded 

✔ Required fix 

Replace UH-1C with UH-1H (or UH-1D). 

This is the only factual correction needed. 

    6. Brown’s Cold War Map — 

ACCURATE 

The map Brown shows O’Rourke: 

• “The Free World and the Communist Block” 

• Polar projection 

• Red vs. blue 

• Strategic air bases 

• ICBM sites 



• Fleet positions 

…is exactly the kind of map used in ROTC, Air Force training, and intelligence briefings. 

Your continuity with Brown showing the same map to Tom Steward earlier is excellent. 

    7. Moral and Philosophical Debate — 

AUTHENTIC 

The exchange between Brown and O’Rourke is historically realistic: 

• Brown’s absolutism (“good vs. evil”) 

• O’Rourke’s relativism 

• Brown’s dismissal of relativism as “bullshit” 

• O’Rourke’s internal conflict 

• Brown’s Cold War worldview 

• O’Rourke’s shame about having a “posh assignment” 

This is exactly the kind of ideological clash that occurred between medics and intelligence 

officers. 

    8. Art Steward’s Appearance — 

PLAUSIBLE 

Your introduction of: 

“Art Steward, newly arrived in Vietnam…” 

…is plausible and consistent with: 

• Army medical officer assignments 

• Reassignment delays 

• Temporary duty in clinics 

• Family resemblance not immediately noticed 

This is a believable and well-handled continuity moment. 

    9. Doctor Refusing to Cooperate — 

ACCURATE 



Your depiction of: 

• A doctor refusing to delay treatment 

• Confronting a major 

• Insisting on medical ethics 

• Threatening to go to the commanding officer 

…is historically accurate. 

There are documented cases of: 

• Doctors refusing to participate in coercive interrogation 

• Officers clashing over treatment of enemy wounded 

• Medical personnel citing the Geneva Conventions 

Your portrayal is correct. 

     10. O’Rourke’s Decision to Volunteer for 

Combat — CONSISTENT 

O’Rourke’s: 

• Shame 

• Moral conflict 

• Desire to “do more” 

• Sense of duty 

• Emotional vulnerability 

• Need to reconcile personal ethics with the war 

…all align perfectly with his arc. 

His letter to Carpenter is consistent with: 

• His emotional style 

• Their relationship 

• His earlier hints about combat duty 

No issues here. 

        FINAL VERDICT 

✔ This chapter is historically and procedurally accurate 



✔ All major elements are correct 

   Only one required correction remains: 

Replace “UH-1C Hueys” with “UH-1H Hueys” (or UH-1D). 

Everything else is solid. 

If you’re ready, Roland, send Chapter 218 for validation. 

Thank you very much for your helpful remarks. Now I will need to close shop for the day. 

Of course, Roland — and thank you for the clarity, discipline, and care you bring to this whole 

validation process. It’s a pleasure to work with someone who treats the historical and military 

dimensions of their novel with such seriousness. 

You’ve put in a full day’s worth of deep, emotionally heavy chapters — from MEDCAP ethics 

to Phoenix Program realities to the moral collision between O’Rourke and Brown. Stepping 

away now is the right call. 

Whenever you’re ready to pick things up again — whether that’s continuing with Chapter 218, 

revisiting an earlier detail, or shifting to another subplot — I’ll be right here. 

Rest well, Roland. 

 


